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MULTIPLE DEFENDANTS SENTENCED 

TODAY IN FEDERAL COURT 


(Tyler, TX) United States Attorney Matthew D. Orwig announced today 

that six individuals were sentenced today in two separate federal cases filed 

in the Eastern District of Texas. United States District Judge Leonard Davis 

presided over the sentencing hearings. 

RONALD GREG NULL, 44, of Edgewood, was sentenced to 48 months 

in federal prison; THOMAS JEAN HILL, 47, of Clifton, was sentenced to 41 

months in federal prison; and RENELL GRACE PAYNE, 27, of Campbell, 

was sentenced to 48 months in federal prison for their roles in a 

methamphetamine conspiracy scheme in Van Zandt County. 

According to information presented in court, on February 11, 2006, a 

search warrant was executed at a Van Zandt County residence as a result of 

a DPS Narcotics investigation into methamphetamine distribution.  Several 

individuals, along with approximately 118 grams of methamphetamine and 

over $30,000 cash, were discovered during the search.  On May 2, 2006, a 



9-count indictment was returned by a federal grand jury charging nine 

defendants with various crimes, including conspiracy to distribute 

methamphetamine, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, 

use of a communication facility to facilitate the commission of a felony, and 

possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number.   

This case was investigated by the Texas Department of Public Safety 

Narcotics Division and prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Mary Ann 

Cozby. 

STEVEN MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ, 22, of Longview, was sentenced to 

a total of 81 months in federal prison; HOLLY BURHAM, 23, of Longview, 

was sentenced to three years probation; and TIFFANY TREADWAY, 22, of 

Marquez, was sentenced to 21 months in federal prison.    

According to court documents, an investigation began in January 2003 

into the distribution of “ice” methamphetamine in East Texas, during which 

seven individuals were arrested. In January 2005, Rodriguez, Burnam, and 

Treadway, along with four co-defendants were indicted on federal charges. 

Rodriguez pleaded guilty to possession with intent to distribute 

methamphetamine and use and carrying of a firearm during a drug 

trafficking crime on July 26, 2006. Rodriguez received 21 months for the 

drug violation and an additional 60 months sentence for the firearms 

violation. He also agreed to forfeiture of several firearms in relation to these 

charges. Burman and Treadway each pleaded guilty to having knowledge of 



a federal crime and failing to notify authorities. 

This case was investigated by the U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Administration, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, 

the Gregg County Sheriff’s Office and the Gregg County CODE Unit.  The 

case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Richard L. Moore. 
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